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Fielding Regulations for Young Players (Updated 2026)

OWCC adopts and enforces the ECB’s latest fielding safety regulations to ensure that all players under 18 are protected from avoidable injury when fielding in hard‑ball cricket. These regulations apply to all cricket in England and Wales, including junior cricket and any U18 players participating in open‑age cricket. [ecb.co.uk]

1. Minimum Fielding Distances (ECB‑Mandated)
To reduce the risk of impact injury from the ball, the ECB requires the following minimum fielding distances:
1.1 Under 15 Age Group and Younger
· No player U15 or younger may field closer than 8 yards (7.3m) from the batter’s popping crease on a middle stump line.
· This applies except behind the wicket on the off‑side.
· Distance rules must be applied until the batter has played at the ball. [ecb.co.uk]
1.2 Under 13 Age Group and Below
· No player U13 or younger may field closer than 11 yards (10m) from the batter on a middle stump line, except behind the wicket on the off side. [ecb.co.uk]
1.3 Helmets Do Not Reduce the Minimum Distances
These minimum safe distances remain mandatory even if a fielder is wearing a helmet or other protective gear.
[ecb.co.uk]

2. Enforcement During Play
Umpires and coaches must enforce fielding distances:
· If a young player moves within the restricted distance, the umpire must stop the game immediately.
· The player must be instructed to move back to a safe distance before play resumes. [ecb.co.uk]
This is an intervention based on the umpire’s duty of care and applies in all formats of hard‑ball cricket.

3. Additional Protective Equipment Requirements (U16–U18)
For players aged Under 16 to Under 18 (i.e., 15–17 years old):
· Any U18 fielder positioned within 8 yards (7.3m) of the batter on the popping crease must wear:
· A cricket helmet with a faceguard/grille, and
· For boys: an abdominal protector (box) [ecb.co.uk]
General Protection Rule
Regardless of age, all players should wear appropriate protective equipment whenever they feel at risk, including when fielding in short positions such as silly point, short leg, or close mid‑wicket.

4. Applicability of Regulations
· These regulations apply to all cricket in England and Wales where a hard cricket ball is used.
· Age groups are determined by the child’s age at midnight on 31 August prior to the start of the current season (ECB age‑group classification). [ecb.co.uk]

5. OWCC Enforcement & Coaching Responsibilities
OWCC coaches, managers and officials must ensure:
· All U18 players understand and follow these fielding distance rules.
· Protective equipment is worn correctly and consistently.
· Umpires, captains and scorers are reminded of these regulations before matches.
· No junior player is placed in a fielding position that carries undue risk.
[cricketreg...ator.co.uk]
Non‑compliance will result in immediate repositioning and, if required, removal from the field until safe conditions are met.

6. Review & Governance
· Policy Owner: Club Safeguarding Officer (Ellie Thomas)
· Last Updated: March 2026
· Next Review: March 2027
· Version: 2026.1
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